
PUR 

]?u' rposfly. adv. [from purpofe,] By defign ; by intention. 
Beiiig the inftrument which God hath purpofely framed, 
thereby to work the knowledge of falvation in the hearts of 
men, what caufe is theie wherefore it fhould not be acknow¬ 
ledged a moil apt mean ? Hooker. 

1 have purpofely avoided to fpeak any thing concerning the 
treatment due to fuch perfons. Addijon. 

In compofing this difcourfe, I purpofely declined all offenlive 
and difpleahng truths. Atterbury* 

The vulgar thus through imitation err* 

As oft the learned by being lingular ; 

So much they fcorn the crowd, that if the throng 
By chance go right, they purpofely go wrong. Pope. 

Pu'rprise. n.f [ pourpris 7 old Fr. purprifum y law Lat.] A 
clofs or inclolure ; as alfo the whole compafs of a manour. 

The place of juftice is hallowed ; and therefore not only 
the bench, but the foot-pace and precin6Is, and purprife ought 
to be preferved without corruption. Bacon's Ejjdys. 

Purr, n.f A fea lark. Ainjwciih. 

To Purr. v. a. To murmur as a cat or leopard in pleasure. 

PURSE, n.f [ bourfe , Fr. pwrs, Welih.J A fmall bag in 
which money is contained. 

She bears the purfe too ; fhe is a region in Guiana all gold 
arid bounty. Shakefp. Merry Wives of IVindfor. 

Shall the fon of England prove a thief. 

And take purfes ? Shakefp . Henry IV. 

He fent certain of the chief prifoners, richly apparalled 
with their purfes full of money, into the city. Knolles. 

I will give him the thoufand pieces, and, to his great fur- 
prife, prelent him with another purfe of the fame value. Add. 

To Purse, v. a. [from the noun.] 

2. To put into a purfe. 

I am fpefl-caught by Philidel, 

And purs’d within a net. Dryden. 

I purs’d it up, but little reck’ning made, 

'Till now that this extremity compell’d, 

I find it true. Milton > 

I. To contradl as a purfe. 

Thou cried’ft. 

And did’fi contract: and purfe thy brow together. 

As if thou then had’d; (hut up in thy brain 

Some horrible conceit. Shakefp. Othello. 

Pu'rsenet. n.f [purfe and net.] A net of which the mouth 
is drawn together by a firing. 

Conies are taken by purfenets in their burrows. Mortimer. 

Purse proud, adj. [purfe and proud.] Puffed up with money. 

PUrser. n.f. [from purfe.] The paymafter of a fhip. 

Pursiness. \ n r % [from purfy.] Shortnefs of breath. 

ru rsiveness. ) J L r JJ J 

Pu'rslain. n. f [ portulaca , Lat.] A plant. 

The flower of purfain confifts of many leaves, which ex¬ 
pand in form of a role, out of whofe flower-cup, which con¬ 
fifts of one leaf, arifes the pointal, which, together with the 
flower-cup, becomes a fruit, for the moft part oval, full of 
fmall feeds, and furnifhed with two fhells dr hulks at top ; of 
which the outer one, which was the part of the flowtr-cup 
that was fplit in two, opens flrft ; and the inner one, which 
is the pointal inlarged, opens laft, doubly and trailfv.erfely, 
while the lower part of the flower-cup adheres to the foot- 
ftalk. _ . Miller. 

The medicaments, proper to dimmilh the milk, are 
lettice, purfain and endive. Wifeman’s Surgery. 

PursUable. adj. [from purfue.] What may be purfued. 

Pursuance, n.f [from purfue.] Profecution; procefs. 

Pursu'ant. adj. [from purfue. ] Done in confequcnce or pro- 
fecutron of any thing. 

To PURSU'E. v. a. [pourfuivre , Fr.] 

I. To chafe 5 to follow in hoftility. 

Love like a fhadow flies, when fubftance love purfues ; 
Purfuing that that flies, and flying what purfues. Shakefp. 
When Abram heard that his brother was taken captive, 
he armed his trained fervants, and purfued. Gen. xiv. 14. 

To thy fpeed add wings. 

Left with a whip of fcorpions I purfue 

Thy lingering. Milton. 

7. Toprofecute; to continue. 

As righteoulnefs tendeth to life ; f© he that purfueth^ evil, 
purfueth it to his own death. Prov. xii. 19. 

Infatiate to purfue 

Vain war with heaven. Milton. 

I will purfue 

This ancient ftory, whether falfe or true. Dryden. 

When men purfue their thoughts of. fpace, they ftop at the 
confines of body, as if fpace were there at an end. Locke. 

3. To imitate; to follow as an example. 

The fame of ancient matrons you purfue , 

And Hand a blamelefs pattern to the new. Dryden. 

A. To endeavour to attain. 

Let us not then purfue 

Splendid vafialage. . Milton . 

We happinefs purfue ; we fly from pain ; 

Yet the purfuit, and yet the flight is vain. Prior . 


PUR 

To Pursu'e. v. n. To go on ; to proceed. 

U-iave, purfues Cameades, wondered cnymifts ftould not 

Pursu'er. n.f. [from purfue.\ One who follows in 

Fled with the reft, * U F* 

And falling from a hill he was l"o bruis’d 

the furfur* took Mm. Shakefp. 

His lwift purj tiers from heav n s gates dilcern J ' 
Th* advantage, and defending tread us down 
Thus drooping. Milton’s Par. LoR b - 

Like a declining ftatefman left forlorn , ' U 

To his friends pity and purfuers fcorn. n ; 

Pursu'it. n.f. £ pourjuite , Fr.J m am% 

1. The a6I of following with hoftile intention. 

Arm, warriors, arm for fight ! the foe at hand 
Whom fkd we tho -gilt, will rave us long purfuit! Milton 

2. Endeavour to attain. 

This means they long propos’d, but little g-ain’d 
Yet after muv.h purfuit , at length obtain’d. ~ Dryden 
Its honours and vanities are continually pafW befor him* 
and inviting his purfuit. ° £ ’ 

He has annexed a fecr.et pleafure to the idea of any thin* 
that is new or uncommon, that he might encourage us in the 
purfuit after knowledge, and engage us to feamh into the 
wonders of his creation. Addijon 

The will, free from the determination of fuch defires is 
left to the purfuit of nearer fatisfa&ions, and to the removal 
of thofe unealinefles it feels in its longings after them. Lock. 

3. Profecution. 

He concluded with fighs and tear -, to conjure them, that 
they would no more prels him to give his confent to a thing 
fo contrary to his reaion, the execution whereof would brealc 
his heart, and that they would give over further purfuit 
of it. ^ Clarendon . 

Pu'rsuivant. n.f £ pourfuivant , Fr.J A ftate meflengcr; 
an attendant on the heralds. 

How oft do they with golden pinions cleave 
The flitting Ikies, like flying furfuivant. Fairy Jjhteen, 
Purfuivants he often for them fent. ilubberd . 

Thefe grey locks, the purfuivants of death, 

Amue the end of Edmund Mortimer. Shake/}'). 

bend out a pur,uivant at arms 
To Stanley’s regiment; bid him bring his power 
Before fun-riling. Shakefp. Richardlll. 

For helmets, crefts, mantles, and fupporters, I leave the 
reader to Edmond Bolton, Gerard Leigh, John Feme, and 
John Guillim Portifmouth, purfuivants of arms, who have 
diligently laboured in armory. Camden’s Remains, 

'fhepu fuivants came next. 

And like the heralds each his feutheon bore. Dryden . 
PU'RSY. adj. [pouffif, Fr.] Shortbreathed and fat. 

In thefatnels of theie purfy times, 

Virtue itfelf of vice mult pardon beg. 

Yea courb and woo for leave to do it good, Shakefp , 

Now breathlefs wrong 

Shall fit and pant in your great chairs of eafe. 

And purfy infolence fhall break his wind 
With fear and horrid flight. Shakefp. Timon of Athens. 
By thefe, the Medes 

Perfume their breaths, and cure old purfy men. Temple. 

An hoftefs dowager. 

Grown fat and purfy by retail 

Of pots of beer and bottl’d ale. Htidibras, p . in. 

PUrtenance, n. f [appertenance, Fr.] The pluck of an 
animal. 

Roaft the lamb with fire, his head with his legs and with 
the purtenance thereof. Ex. xii. 9. 

The fhaft again!! a rib did glance. 

And gall’d him in the purtenance. Hudilras , p. i* 

To PU'RVEY. v. a. £pourvoir , Fr.] 

1. To provide with conveniences. This fenfe is now not is 
ufe. 

Give no odds to your foes, but do purvey 
Yourfelf of fword before that bloody day. Fa. JJieen. 

His houfe with all convenience was purvey’d , 

The reft he found. Dryden. 

2. To procure. 

What though from outmoft land and fea purvey’d 
For him; each rarer tributary life 

Bleeds not. Thomfon’s Summer. 

To Pu'rvey. v.n. To buy in provifions. 

I the praife 

Yield thee, fo well this day thou haft purvey’d. Mut 

Purveyance, n.f. [frompurvey.] 

1. Provifton. 

Whence mounting up, they find purveyance nieet 
Of all, that royal princes court became. Fa. 

2. Procurement of victuals. , • 

Some lands be more changeable than others; as or 

lying near to the borders, or becaufe of great and C0I ^A ^ 
purveyances that are made upon them. 

Purvey 


PUS 

Purveyor, n. {. [from purvey.] 

. One that provides victuals. 

The purveyors or victuallers are much to be condemned, as 
710 t a little faulty in that behalf. Raleigh. 

2 A procurer ; a pimp. 

Thefe women are fuch cunning purveyors ! 

Mark where their appetites have once been pleafed, 

The fame refemblance in a younger lover, 

Lies brooding in their fancies the fame pleafures. Dryden. 
The ftranger, ravifh’d at his good fortune, is introduced 
to fome imaginary title ; for this purveyor has her reprefenta- 
tives of fome of the fineft ladies. Addifon. 

Pu'RViEW. n.f [ pourveu , French.] Provifo; providing 
claufe. 

Though the petition exprefles only treafon and felony, yet 
the aCl is general againft all appeals in parliament; and many 
times the purview of an a£I is larger than the preamble or the 
petition. Hale’s Common Lazo of England. 

PuRULENCE. 1 n.f. [from purulent.] Generation of pus or 

PUrulf NCY. ) matter. 

Confumptions are induced by purulency in any of the 
vifeera. Arbuthnot on Diet. 

PURULENT.^', [purulent, Fr. purulentus, Lat.] Confifting 
of pus or the running of wounds. 

A carcafe of man is moft infeClious and odious to man, 
and purulent matter of wounds to found flefh. Bacon. 

It lpews a filthy froth 
Of matter purulent and white. 

Which happen’d on the fkin to light. 

And there corrupting on a wound, 

- Spreads leproly. Swift’s Mifcel. 

An acrimonious or purulent matter, ftagnating in fome or¬ 
gan, is more eafily depofited upon the liver than any other 


part. 


Arbuthnot on Aliments. 


PUS. n. f [Latin.] The matter of a well digefted fore. 

Acrid fubftances break the veilels, and produce an ichor 
inftead of laudable pus. Arbuthnot. 

To PUSH. v. a. [pouffer^ Fr.] 

1. To ftrike with a thruft. 

If the ox pufo a man-fervant, he fhall be ftoned. Ex. xxi. 

2. To force or drive by impulfe of any thing. 

The youth pufh away my feet. Job xxx. 12. 

3. To force not by a quick blow, but by continued violence. 

Shew your mended faiths, 

To pufh deftruclion and perpetual ftiame 

Out of the weak door of our fainting land. Shakefp. 

Through thee will we pujh down our enemies. Pf xliv. 5. 

Waters forcing way, 

Sidelong had pufh’d a mountain from his feat, 

Half funk with all his pines. Milton. 

The defeription of this terrible feene threw her into an hy- 
fterick fit, which might have proved dangerous, if Cornelius 
had not been pufloed out of the room. Arbuthnot and Pope. 

4. To prefs forward. 

He forewarns his care 

With rules to pujh his fortune or to bear. Dryden. 

With fuch impudence did ho pujh this matter, that when 
he heard the cries of above a million of people begging for 
their bread, he termed it the clamours of fadlion. Addijon. 

Arts and fciences, in one and the fame century, have ar¬ 
rived at great perfedlion, and no wonder, fince every age has 
a kind of univerfal genius, which inclines thofe that live in 
it to fome particular ftudies, the work then being pufloed on 
by many hands, mull go forward. Dryden. 

5. To urge ; to drive. 

Ambition pufhes the foul to fuch adlions, as are apt to pro¬ 
cure honour to the a£lor. Addifon’s Spectator. 

6. To enforce ; to drive to a conclufion. 

We are pvjhcd for an anfwer, and are forced at laft freely 
to confefs, that the corruptions of the adminiftration were in¬ 
tolerable. Swift. 

y. To importune ; to teaze. 

To Push. v. n. 

1. To make a thruft. 

But iftiies, ere the fight, his dread command. 

That none fhall dare 

With fhortned fword to ftab in clofer war. 

Nor pvfl) with biting point, but ftrike atjength. Dryden. 

A calf will fo manage his head, as though he would pvjh 
with his horns even before they fhoot. Ray. 

Lambs, though they never faw the a&ions of their fpecies, 
pujh with their foreheads, before the budding of a horn. 

Addifon , 

2. To make an effort. 

War feem’d afleep for nine long years; at length 

Both fides refolv’d to pujh , we try’d our ftrength. Dryden. 

3. To make an attack. 

The king of the South fhall pufh at him, and the king of 
the North fhall come againft him. Dan. xi. 40. 

Push. n.f. [from the verb.] 

** Thruft; the ad of linking with a pointed inftrument. 


PUS 

Ne might his corfe be harmed 
With dint of fword or pufh of pointed fpear. Sperife 

So great was the puillance of' his pufh , 

That from his fadle quite he did him bear. Fa. ueen. 
They, like reiolute men, flood in the face of the breach* 
receiving them with deadly fhot and pufo ot pike, in fuch fu¬ 
rious manner, that the Turks began to retire. Knolles. 

2* An impulfe; force imprefted. 

Jove was not more 

With infant nature, when his fpacious hand 

Had rounded this huge ball of earth"and Ras 

To give it the fir ft pujh , and fee it roll 

Along the vaft abyfs. Addifon’s Guardiani 

3. Aflault; attack. 

He gave his countenance againft his name, 

To laugh with gybing boys, and {land the pujh 
Of every beardlefs vain comparative. ShakeJ'p. Henry IV. 
When luch a refiftance is made, thefe bold talkers will 
draw in their horns, when their fierce and feeble pufhes againft 
truth are repelled with pufiling and confidence. Watts, 

4. A forcible llruggle ; a ftrong effort. 

A Hidden pufh gives them the overthrow ; 

Ride, ride, Meflala. Shakefp. 

Away he goes, makes his pufo, Hands the fhock of a 
battle, and compounds for leaving of a leg behind him. 

L’Ejlrange. 

We have beaten the French from all their advanced pofts, 
and driven them into their laft entrenchments : one vigorous 
pujh, one general aftault will force the enemy to cry out for 
quarter. Addifon 

5. Exigence; trial. 

We’ll put the matter to the prefent pufh. Shakefp. 

’Tis common to talk of dying for a friend ; but when it 
comes to the pujh , ’tis no more than talk. L’Ejlrange . 

The queftion we would put, is not whether the facrament 
of the mafs be as truly propitiatory, as thofe under the law ? 
but whether it be as truly a facrifice ? if fo, then it is a true 
proper lacrifice, and is not only commemorative or reprefen- 
tative, as we are told at a pujh. Atterbury • 

6. A fudden emergence. 

There’s time enough for that; 

Left they defire, upon this pujh, to trouble 

Your joys with like relation. Shakefp. Winter's Tale. 

j. [Pufula, Lat.] A pimple; an efflorefcence ; a wheal. 

He that was praifed to his hurt, fhould have a pujh rife upon 
his nofe; as a blifter will rife upon one’s tongue, that tells 
a lye. Bacon’s EJfays . 

PUsher. n.f. [from pufo.] He who pufhes forward. 

Pushing, adj. [from pufh.] Enterprifmg; vigorous. 

Pu'shpin. n. J. [pujh awl pin.] A child’s play, in which pins 
are puflied alternately. 

Men, that have wandering thoughts at the voice of wifdom 
out of the mouth of a philofopher, deferve as v/ell to be 
whipt, as boys for playing at pujhpin , when they fhould be 
learning. ^ L’Ejlrange. 

Pusillanimity, n.f. [pufillanimite, Fr. pufillus and ‘ animus , 
Lat.] Cowardice ; mea.nncfs of fpirit. 

The property of your excellent fherris is the warmino- of 
the blood, which, before cold and fettled, left the liver wnite 
and pale, the badge of pufillanimity and cowardice. Shakefp . 

The Chinefe fail where they will; which fheweth, that 
their law of keeping out ftrangers is a law of pufillanimity and 
fear. . . Bacon’s New Atiantis. 

It is obvious, to diftinguifti between an act of courage and 
an a 61 of rafhnefs, an adl of pufillanimity and an a6f of great 
modefty or humility. South’s Sermons. 

PUSILLANIMOUS, adj. [pufillanime, Fr. pufillus and animus , 
Lat.] Meanipirited ; narrowminded; cowardly. 

An argument fit for great princes, that neither by overmea- 
furing their forces, they lofe themfelves in vain enterprizes ; 
nor, by undervaluing them, defeend to fearful and pujilltmi- 
mous counfels. _ Bacon’s EJfays. 

He became pufillanimous , and was eafily ruffled with every 
little pafiion within; fupine, and as openly expofed to any 
temptation from without. Woodward's Nat. Hijt, 

What greater inftance can there be of a Weak puJUlanimoui 
temper, than for a man to pafs his whole life in oppofition to 
his own fentiments. Spectator, N Q 576. 

Pusilla'nimousness. n.f. [from pufillanimous .] Meannefs 
of fpirit. 

Puss, n.f [I know not whence derived ; pufio, Lat. is a dwarf.] 

1. The fondling name of a cat. 

A young fellow, in love with a cat, made it his humble 
fuit to Venus to turn pufs into a woman. L’Ejlrange . 

Let pufs pradlife what nature teaches. Watts. 

I will permit my fon to play at apodidrafeinda, which can 
be no other than our pufs in a corner. Arouth. and Pope , 

2. The fportfman’s term for a hare. 

Poor ho wofkpufs. 

It grieves my heart to fee thee thus ; 

But hounds eat Iheep as well as hares. Gay 

pustule! 
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